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deviation score. In this case, we are working with a sample, and so the deviation score is 
computed as (X - M). For a population, the computations are the same, but the notation for the 
mean is µ rather than M; therefore, the deviation score notation when dealing with population 
is (X - µ). To understand how the mean balances deviation scores, compute each value’s 
deviation score by using the formula (X - M). For example, all scores of 8 have a deviation 
score of (X - M) = (8 - 10) = -2. The following graph has three boxes: one for the six scores less 
than the mean, a second for the three scores at the mean, and a third for the seven scores 
greater than the mean. Compute the deviation scores for each score and put them in the tables 
below. After you have computed the deviation scores, sum the deviations (∑(X - M)) that are 
above, below, and at the mean.
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